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Qui aliguid Statuet, parte mnaudird alterd, 
Licet equum Statuerit, haud equus fuerit. | 
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L O N D O N: Printed in the Year M DCCXLVIL. 


81 R, London, June 24, 1747. 
T7 Entreat you to read, with your uſual Candour and Impartiality, the following | 
NARRATIvE. I it deſign'd as a Sort of an Appeal unto an equal Judge, { 

who bas too great Penetration to be deceiv'd by Impoſture ; and withal too great | 
Humanity, not to countenance oppreſſed Innocence, — If my Life ſhall appear to be 
in a Manner, one continued, and patient Struggle, to ſupport, by an honeſt In- 
daſtry, myſelf and a frugal, virtuous Wife, under a long Train of Calamities, 
from my Entrance almoſt into public Life, to this very Day; who knows but 1 
way find in you, Sir, @ generous Advocate and Patron] 


Who am, with the greateſt Eſteem, 
STR, 
Your moſt devoted and oblig'd 


Humble Servant, &c, 


The Narrative. 


I. 


Y Grandfather lived in Rutland, and ſerv'd his Country with Reputation, both in the Capacity 
of High-Sheriff and that of a Juſtice of Peace. — My Father, his Younger Son, was bred up 
in the Eſtabliſh'd Church; but being won over by the amiable Converſation of his Wife, became 
a Proteſtant Diſſenter, and the chief Support of the Diſſenting Intereſt at Okeham, where he ſet 

up the Buſineſs of a Country Mercer. f 
He had four Sons and two Daughters. Two Sons he brought up to the Miniſtry, at his own Expence. 
The other two he bred to Trades. One of theſe he ſet up at Wellingborough, twenty Miles from the 
Place where he liv'd. The other was inſtructed in his own Buſineſs, and continued with him. I was the 
170 that married, and this at a Time, when all the reſt were grown up to be Men and Women: — As 
Money was now wanted to carry on my Father's Buſineſs with greater Vigour and Advantage, I lent him my 
Wife's Fortune, and all I had beſides, upon his own Bond and that of his two trading Sons, with the Re- 
verſion of his Dwelling-Houſe as an additional Security. — I thought myſelf very ſafe, and encouraged 
to do ſo by that Apoſtolic Precept, to ſhew Piety at Home, and to requite our Parents; for that, ſays the 
Apoſtle, is good and acceptable before God. NN 
But, alas! his Son at // being a paſhing young Man, and having but a flender Fortune, drew up- 
on himſelf the Envy of the Trade, and brought his own Affairs into Confuſion. This cauſed a Run of his 
Creditors upon him. He ſtood about 20 Arreſts, and two or three Executions ; and found Means to per- 
ſuade his diſtant Father and Brother Tradeſman to be obligated for almoſt all his Debts, even after 
they were contracted. And thus a very reputable and honeſt Family were ſunk at once, notwithſtandingall 
that we two Brother Miniſters had done, or could further do, to fave it, whether by advancing more 
Money ourſelves, or ſuffering Money to be rais'd upon the real Security I once hac. fs 
We were both ſent for; and came, the one from Newca/tle upon Tyne, the other from Hungerford; and 
took a Journey on Purpoſe to London, to offer their Creditors upon Oath all they had, if they would ac- 
cept it for their Debts. The Creditors ſeem'd to comply readily with the Propoſal, even that Creditor of my 
Brother's, who yet, during this Treaty, took an Advantage which the Law gave him, to ſeize all my Fa- 
ther's Effects. — The Sheriff ſoon cried: a public Sale, and ſold the beſt of the Goods to his own and the 
Bailiffs Friends, for little or nothing. Uponꝰ this melancholy News I rode down from London z and 
tho' I bought the Remains at a much dearer Price than others; yet I cleared pon the Spot about fifty 
Pounds, beſides what I left behind to provide Bread for a diſtreſſed Family. — With this ſmall Sum, and 
what I after ſaved out of a kind Legacy left me, and out of the Board and Tuition of about half a 
Dozen Gentlemen's Sons, I bought an Annuity for my Wife of 241. per Annum in Mercers Company, the 
Benefit of which Annuity (ſhould ſhe ſurvive me) the is, I fear, like to loſe alſo. | 


II. 


T AFTERWARDS removed to Saliſbury ; where my People prevail'd upon me to mix ſome of their 
Children, as Day-Scholars, with the young Gentlemen under my Roof. This brought a Diſorder into 
my little School, and ruin'd that too. — My Money being thus 4% and ſunt, and my School at an End, 
I frequently repreſented the Caſe to ſome of my Brethren in Town; and aſſured them it was impoſſible 
for me in thoſe Circumſtances, to ſubſiſt at Saliſbury, without a greater Salary than my People were 
willing to raiſe. I may appeal to my preſent Succeſſor, whether he has more than a bare petency a- 
mong them; tho* he has twenty Pounds a Year more than they /atterly allow'd me, and has no of 
his Wife's Fortune to complain of. However, my Salary being above 30 l. per Annum, 09 Fete Augmens. 
tation could be obtained from the Fund; nor ſeldom any occaſional Aſſiſtance from thence, without #X 
Journey to London, the Expences of which Journey eat up the greateſt Part of what they were pleas d 
to allow. | | ; 

My People, it may be ſaid, ought to have exerted themſelves, and done better, eſpecially for one w 
in Neglect of his own, had ſery'd their Intereſt to ſuch a Degree. For you muſt know, Sir, Tho* when 
came firſt to Saliſbury, they had paid above 201. a Year, twenty Years running, for their Cc ns 


(4) 


Worſhip ; yet before I left them, that Place of Worſhip was, chiefly thro! my Aſſiſtance and Activity, 
not only bought and paid for; but a commodious Dwe/ling- Houſe was built alſo, and both ſettled in Truſt, 
without a Farthing Debt upon either. To take no Notice of their aged Poor, who were kept (partly thro? 
my Means) out of the Workhouſe built in my Time, by a Monthly Collection; and had a growing Stock 


for extraordinary Exigences. But as theſe Things drew from my People ſeveral Sums for the Purpoſes above 
mentioned, my own Subſcriptions were rather ſunk than rais'd higher. Beſides, the Deficiencies oc- 


caſioned by Deaths, the Failure of ſome, and the Removal of others fell alſo moſtly upon me.“ 
III. 


I THEREFORE, for the Eaſe of my People, and with the Approbation of ſome of the Chief of them, con- 
triv'd a Circulating Library for the Entertainment of diſtant, as well as home Subſcribers, in Imitation of 
Leake's at the Bath, for the Seaſon. I propoſed it to a Bookſeller in Saliſtury for our mutual Advantage. 
He came into the Scheme. It was to be carried on wholly in the Boo#/eller”s Name, who was to have 
half the Profits, tho” I procured, perhaps, nine Subſcribers to his ene, and conducted the Affair in private. 
We ſet out at twenty Shillings a Year each Subſcriber. But he ſoon broke thro' the Articles of Agree- 
ment, in ſeveral Inſtances ; and at the Year's End broke off his Partnerſhip, reduced the Subſcription from 
twenty Shillings to ten; and got his Bookſeller in London, who ſupply'd us with Books, to ſell them all 
to himſelf, that he might engroſs the Library into his own Hands; and this, tho' we both ſtood equally 
obliged to pay for thoſe Books, or to allow a certain Premium for the Uſe of them ; for we had them 
upon that Condition. His own Friends, upon an Arbitration, adjudged me Damages, which I deſired 
might be moderated by Equity mixed with Clemency. 

This Treatment, however, forced me, much againſt my Inclinations, to open a Circulating Library in 
my own Name; and to fink the Subſcription alſo to ten Shillings a Year. Some Books I was obliged to 
buy out-right; others I had leave to return upon a Premium. The Collection was large, and the Books 
well choſen, But I ſoon found it would not anſwer, at that low Price, without a much larger Number of 
Subſcribers, but rather brought me into Debt. In this Perplexity I extended the Library to remoter Places, 
and applied to my London Brethren for their Aſſiſtance, s | 


IV. 


Some few Subſcriptions I obtained; but was encouraged to expect more powerful Supports, could I 
make my Library of „landing Uſe, particularly to Miniſters in the Country round about. The Motion 
came firſt from an eminent Doctor, deceaſed. + He directed me to an experienced Counſellor for Advice. 
A Plan was drawn up, and agreed upon. Several Sums of Money, it was not doubted, would be lent 
without Intereſt, by Well-wiſhers to ſo uſeful a Deſign. Truſtees of Reputation, out of every Denomi- 
nation in London, were choſen accordingly, who condeſcended to accept the Truſt. And I obliged myſelf 
and my Succeſſors to the Library, to accommodate any Country Miniſters with Books out of it gratis, 
they paying only five Sbillings a Year towards Carriage; and this I did in Confidence and Conſideration 
of the Money to be thus lent. But tho' the Plan gave ſueh a Compaſs of Reading, in a growing Library 
of valuable ks, for ſo ſmall an Expence, to thoſe, whoſe Station of Life made it deſirable to conſult, 
what, at the ſame Time, their Circumſtances, generally ſpeaking, would not admit them to buy : Yet 
no Money was then advanced to promote it, except about ten Guinea's by the "Truſtees themſelves, who 
were partly Miniſters and partly Lay-Gentlemen ; which Sum was ſcarce enough to defray the Expence of 
my Journey up and down, of my Reſidence here to ſollicit the Affair, with the Charge of Supplies in my 
Abſence from Saliſbury, and of Writings to ſettle the ſaid Truſt. However, the reaſonable Proſpect and 
Hopes of being ſupported, firſt or laſt, in a Plan fo beneficial to the Miniſters in the Country, and ſo 


well 


— 


* Should it be ſuggeſted, that my Religious Principles were a Prejudice unto me. I anſwer; So are thoſe of every 
Difſenting Proteſtant in the Kingdom with ſeme, if he dares to think and to ſpeak what he thinks. Witneſs the Cor- 
poration and Teſt Acts. — But did they not hurt your Subſcriptions amongſt your own People? I know nc Reaſon why 
they ſhould. I ever firmly believed the Chriſtian Oracles ; and held them as the Sacred Rule of my Faith and Practice: 
And I treated every one as a Chriſtian, who did the ſame. Not that I remember one who withdrew his Subſcription 
on Account of my Sentiments. This I'm ſure of, the beſt, and in a Manner, the only Legacy I ever had, was left me 
by one of my own People; who threatned indeed to withdraw his Subſcription, before he underſtood what my Prin- 
eiples were, but never did it. — Why, it may be ſaid, don't you deny the Preſcience or Fore- Knowledge of God? And 
this, however, is, we aſſure you, a Prejudice to you here. I anſwer; If I deny God's Fore-Knowledge, it is more 
than I myſelf know. I never deny'd that God fore-knows whatever will be. And who is there, that affirmeth more ? 
What 1s the Offence then? Only this ; I ſay, with many Thouſands of my Brethren, that our accountable Actions were 
once free, or what we could have prevented ; but that none can prevent what wil! be. And therefore that our account- 
able free Actions were not always Actions, that auen be, but were once only poſſible, what might or might not ha ve 


—— 


— 


(80 i 
well approved of by Gentlemen of Character in the City, determin'd me to go on enereaſing my Library, 
and conſequently my Debt. 1 | e 


Bur when I found myſelf quite forgot, and left to ſtruggle with theſe growing Difficulties alone, (a) 1 
propos'd to divide my Books among a certain Number of Subſcribers, at half a Guinea a Lot; leaving it 
to every one's Option, either to take to his Lot, when known, or to exchange it for a Year's Uſe of the 
future Library, which would be half a Guinea a Year to other Subſcribers. Thus, while none could be 
Loſers, every one had a Chance of the higheſt Lot, and ſo to be a conſiderable Gainer. Three noted 
Counſellors gave it under their Hands, that as in this Diviſion of the Books there could be no Blanks or 
Loſs to any ; ſo it was no prohibited — | 

Had the Attempt met with any favourable Support from this great City, in the midſt of Diverſions much 
more expenſive, I had at once extricated myſelf out of all my Embarraſments ; had eſtabliſhed a yet nobler 
Library for the Uſe of the Country Miniſters; and by the Subſcription of my other Readers could not 
only have ſubſiſted with Comfort and Reputation ay <a at Saliſbury, but have made daily Additions to the 
Collection of Books there. But after a very great Expence to make the Experiment, the greater Part of 
the Tickets lay upon my Hands. I cauſed, notwithſtanding, the Diviſion to be made ; and to prevent 
Reflections, to be made by the Subſcribers themſelves in that & And I afterwards notified to every one 
his particular Lot ; acquainting them, that whoever ſent for their Lots, muſt take to them, and pay the Ex- 

ence of Carriage. —And how often have I publickly invited ſuch as have not as yet had their Lots, or a 
Year's Reading in lieu of them, to make their proper Demands, that they might have a reaſonable Satis- 
faction. 

The Severity of the following Winter, the extraordinary Price of Corn, and the Deadneſs of Trade, did, 
in a great Meaſure, take off the Taſte of my Subſcribers for Reading in the new Library. This deter- 
mined me to diſpoſe of my Books to the beſt Advantage. At Saliſbury they would yield nothing. There 
was a Neceflity to remove them to London. However, as the Year of ſome Readers was not quite ex= 
pired, I took care to inform them, they ſhould either be ſupplied the Remainder of their Year from hence, 
on the ſame Terms; or be allowed for the remaining Time. But ſeveral of them choſe rather, in an 
arbitrary Way, to keep back the Books in their Hands, as an Equivalent; and then to complain 
were not well ſupplied. Whereas no one had a Right to a freſh Supply, but upon a Return of thoſe in 
Hand. This was the greater Hardſhip upon me, becauſe they hereby detained the Lots of other Adven- 
turers, and obliged me to buy new Books in their Stead, perhaps at double the Price. 


VI. 


I ComMuUNICATED my Intentions of removing to my People; and left them to their Liberty, either 
to chuſe another Miniſter immediately, or to give me Half a Year's Time to ſee, whether I could diſpoſe 
of my Library here, in ſuch a Manner, as might enable me to pay my Debts, and to return with ſome Pro- 
ſpect of living comfortably among them. They unanimouſly choſe to wait a while. 

I hereupon hired a convenient and well ſituated Houſe in London; and advertiſed my Defign to open 
my Library, viz. Michaelmas, 1742. But when I came hither, the Houſe that I was told before was 
ready, could net be fitted up for my Purpoſe till near Chri/tmas. This loſt me a great Part of the Sea- 
ſon. Beſides, the Trade which had agreed to ſupply me with Books upon Return in the Country, took 
it in their Heads, that tho* my Library tended greatly to encreaſe the Number of Readers, and a Love 
of Reading; it wou'd obſtruct the Sale and Conſumption of their Books: Who therefore (tho? they live 
by the Liberty of the Preſs, and the Diffuſion of Knowledge) did, in an unprecedented Manner, fo far 
influence the publick Papers, that I could not duly advertiſe the opening of it. So that many concluded 
the Deſign m_ dropt, which ſome of my Rivals in circulating Books, induſtriouſly countenanced and 
ſpread abroad. 

{ This very much perplexed y Affairs, and obſtructed the Execution of what I had principally in 
View ; which was to have got firſt a good Subſcription to my Library in Town, and by virtue of that. 
Subſcription to have diſpoſed of it to ſome Librarian or other, to a much better Advantage than at any 
Auction; and then to have returned to my Congregation again.— little thought that a free People, na- 
| turally 

(a) I would not be thought by this, to forget the generous Benefa&ions receiv'd at ſeveral Times, for the Benefit 
ef my aged Father and other Branches of a ruin'd Family. They are gratefully remembered, and thankfully acknow-_ 
ledged. A deep Senſe of ſuch Obligations made any Scheme for the Good of the Community the more pleafing to me, as it 
might give me an Opportunity to provide for my own private Neceſſities, in the Service of the Publick. And I ould 
the rather rejoice in the Succeſs of the preſent Scheme, as it might be made of ſingular Advantage to the Country Mi- 
ers Hill, London being the Center of a more extenſive Communication; and as it might poſſibly put me into aGa- 
pacity to leave ſuch a Number of Shares for their Uſe, as aught few « PREP Os | | _— 


— — 
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* turally jealous of their Liberties, and inquiſitive after Knowledge, would have ſuffered: ſuch an Outrage 
upon the Rights of Mankind by any Combination of Men ſoever. What a mean Badge, thought I, 
muſt it be of Popiſh Slavery, to have the Key of Knowledge at others Diſpoſal ! Shall a Privilege we 
could ſcarce bear the Legiſlature itſelf to take from us, be in the Power of any ſingle Set of Men to de- 
prive us of ! Men, who live upon the Brains, and the vital Blood of the Authors of that kn Knowledge, 


which they thus take upon them to ſuppreſs at Pleaſure; or to diſpenſe to their fellow Subjects upon 
ſuch Terms only, as not one in five Hundred, who deſire and need that Knowledge, can comply with ! 
Shall /me have a Licence to lampoon the Government, and to libel] every Thing that's virtuous and 
ſacred, every Week | While another has the hard Lot to be denied an Advertiſement to acquaint the 
| Public, where, and in what State that Library is, which the Public had a Right to know ; and many 
| others, as well as myſelf, were Sufferers by the n of! 
| HowEveR, as it became an Offence to ſome weak Minds, that a Miniſter ſhould be at the Head of 
a circulating Library, while it was ever deemed an Honour to be a Librarian to a landing one, notwith- 
ſtanding the haterogeneous Mixture to be found in both ; an Expedient was propoſed, which was not liable 
| - to this Objection, at leaſt no more than one Year. (c). The Expedient was this, A Number of Subſcrip- - 
| tions to be raiſed by ſuch as were Friends to our Brethren in the Country, or to the Communication of 
Knowledge; for which every Subſcriber might read a Year, if he pleaſed, as an Equivalent. And after | 
| that, the Books to be ſequeſtred and repoſited in ſome public Library, ſuppoſe in that of Red- Creſi Street, 
| under the Care of the ſame Truſtees, for the Benefit of the Country Miniſters, as above, or for ſuch | 
other Uſes as they in their Wiſdom ſhou'd judge moſt proper. But every Propoſal for my Relief had 
the Misfortune to be conſtrued wrong, or neglected ; who fled for Refuge to this great City, and was ad- 
| viſed to do ſo, by ſome of the chief of my Brethren here, that more intimately knew my Caſe. ' A late | 
| worthy Doctor | particularly ſaid, „ Prithee come up; and don't ſtay ſtarving there. Here are five 
| Guinea's towards the Charge of your Removal; and I give them upon this Condition, that you remove. | 
Thou ſhalt frequently preach for me, and that not without a Gratuity.”” But this took a very different Turn, | 
I reſolved at length patiently to ſubmit; and if I ſunk, to fink alone. I would not return to S4/;/3ury 
| to pluck down an Intereſt, I had been building up for 20 Years paſt. I had the Satis faction afterwards, to | 
0 be an Inſtrument in healing the Breach that was made after my Removal, and in ſettling their preſent Mi- 


niſter unanimouſly among them. 
| VIIL. 


A PxINCIPLE of Self-Preſervation, however, led me to conſider, whether there were no other Means yet 

in my Power, to enable me to walk hone/tly towards them that are without, and that I might have lack of | 

no Man. Another ' Propoſal was therefore offered to the World, very advantageous to the Public, without | 

being injurious to any, of Benefits to be decided by the State Lottery. The Scheme was univerſally ap- j 

plauded, as to the Fairneſs of the Propoſal, and wou'd probably have ſucceeded, had not the Government f 

threatned a Proſecution of all private Lotteries. The Adventurer in this wou'd have had for every Shilling, | 

a Chance cf new Books, of his own chuſing, to the Amount of 51, 20/7, 30/7, 50 1, nay an Hundred 

Pounds more than his Subſcription, and at wor/? was ſure of Books to the full Value of his Shilling. But 

when I was made ſenſible of my Danger from above, I ſubmitted the Plan, with my Reaſons for the Le- | 
þ 


gality of it, to the Directors and Managers of the State Lottery; and ſince they advited it, declared off. 
The Letter wrote to them upon this Occaſion, I have caſt into the Margin (c). Bo r 


— co 


e Some Tares will (as has been obſerved elſewhere) unavoidably intermix with the moſt uſeful and entertaining 
Collection. But wwhy ſhould this turn to my Reproach, any more than any other Repoſitory of mixed Books, to the Reproach N 
of another Librarian? We hae no Hand in chuſiug ſuch Rubbiſh, but only to take down and put up, what others have 
choſe and purchaſed for public Uſe. Beſides, are not ſuch heterogeneous Mixtures to be found in alme/t every private 
Study, and Bookſeller's Shop ? Nay, are not ſuch Books to be met with among the pureſt Claſſics, that are road in Uni- 
verſities ard private Schools? I might add; And are not Youth, in their unguarded Years, and when the Incentives 
to Tuff are ſtrongeſt, ſomctimes compelled to treaſure up in their Memories the filthy Stories of the Pagan Deities, &c ? 
Yet fince the Wheat that grows with ſuch Tares, could not fo awell be preſerved, without ſeme Interm xture of theſe 
Weeds, neither [ Librarian, Tutor, ] Trad:/man, Gentleman or Divine have ever (as I remember ) been cenſured by the 
moſt judicicus or tender Caſuiſt on this Account.—In a State of Liberty and Freedom, Error as vl! as Truth, Vice 
as bell as Virtue, will find an Ofportunitz to [ ſpeak for themſelves]: But Truth aud Goodneſs want only a fair 
Hearing, and an Impartial Audience. | 
| Dr. W———, 


(4) To the Honourable GenTLEMEN, the MaxvACERS and DiRECToORs of the Preſent Lor r RRV. 


Gent lemen, 
an Advertiſement from the L-ttery-Office in Dake-flrect, Weſtminſter, 


15:4 of this Inſtant, you are 
lawful Lotteries, will be 


dated the 
\ £ 


(20 


IX. ; 4 . 3 ; 

Bur ſince my Library could not now be diſpoſed of by Lot, I was adviſed to make it the Foint Pre- 

perty of the Subſcribers, under certain Rules of Circulation: Which would perpetuate the Uſe of the Li- 
brary to others, without any Diſadvantage to the Librarian. . 

The Subſtance of the PLAN it this. 

« WHERE As Gentlemen and Ladies have given a Guinea a Year ſeveral Years together for the bare 2 

of the preſent Library, a better Library now becomes their common Property, and circulates among them for 

one Guinea only, This Property is about to be veſted in the Hands of Truſtees, of their own chuſing, 


out of their own Body. There is indeed Twelue-Pence a Quarter to be paid beſides to continue their Right; 


which, if the Number be compleated, (and fo in Proportion) will maintain a Librarian, pay the Rent of 
convenient Rooms, defray the Expence of Catalogues, and bring in, as an additional Property, ſixty or 
cighty Pounds of new Books every Year ; which will, with the reſt, deſcend to them and their Aſſigns for ever. 

The Catalogue will be very large. It is printed off in Parts, becauſe I deſign to increaſe the Collection 


of Books under the follatoing Letters of the Alphabet, in ſome Proportion to the Encouragement of new © 
Subſcribers. The fr/? Volume is finiſhed, and conſiſts of above 500 "__ Every Proprietor will be en- 


titled to a complete Catalogue ; the ſeveral Parts of which as work'd oft, will be diftributed among them 
for their preſent Uſe. The Titles are copious, that every one may know the leading Deſign of each Book; 
and by the Help of a well-adjuſted /adex to be annexed to the Catalogue, may ſee at one View, what there 

| | 15 


—— 


ders againſt the ſaid Acts, nor be in Danger of a Proſecution from your Board; and beg Leave humbly to lay before 
you the Reaſons of this their Confidence. | 

They are very ſenſible, there are © unlawful Games, called Lotteries, by which evil-diſpoſed Perſons have got to 
„ themſelves great Sums of Money, to the utter Ruin and Impoveriſhment of many Familles ;"* as is ſet forth in the 
Preamble to the ſaid Acts: And that the Government has thought fit to declare all ſuch Lotteries common and publick 


Nuiſances.— They are equally ſenſible, that all ſuch Lozteries as are common and publick Nuiſances, may not be 


determined by the State Lottery, nor in any other Shape whatſoever. 

But as their intended Diviſion of Books will appear, by their printed Propoſals, to be injurious to none, while it is 
beneficial to many, the loweſt Lot being a full Equivalent for the Subſcribers Mone; the Propoſers humbly conceive 
you will not judge it within the real Intent and Meaning of the ſaid Acts; and therefore, whatever the Rule of Deci- 
lion may be, whether a private or publick Lottery, they perſuade themſelves, it will not, in your Honours, Opinion, 
make any Alteration in their Caſe. And they are the more confirmed in their Apprehenſions herein, from the Opi- 
nion of ſeveral Learned in the Law in a Caſe exactly Parallel A certain Library was divided publickly by Lots, (af 
ter all theſe Acts were made) and the loweſt Lot was made equal to every one's Subſcription, by a Li to exchange it 
for a full Equivalent in the Uſe of a Reading Library: As in the preſent Caſe, the ſeveral Blanks in the State Lore 
are made Saving Lots in this, by a Liberty granted to every ſuch Subſcriber to take periodical Pamphlets, called, 7. 
Univerſal Miſcellany, or, The Literary Magazine, as they are publiſh'd, to the full Amount of their Subſcription. 

Now, Gentlemen, the Propoſer of the {aid Diviſion of Books being unwilling to do any Thing therein but what was 
right and legal, conſulted Counſel upon the Affair. You'll indulge us ſo far as to hear their Opinion in their own Words, 
under their Hands: All eminent in their Profeſſion. , | 

I am of Opinion, ſays one of the ſaid Gentlemen, that if the Subſcribers ſhould divide theſe Articles by Lots, a- 
«« mong themſelves, it will not be contrary to the Intent and Meaning of thoſe Acts, nor can be deem'd to fall within 
any of the Inconveniences, or ill Practices intended to be prevented thereby.“ 


«+ I am of Opinion, ſays another of them, that the Method above propoſed, for the Sale and Diviſion of the Library, 


« js fair and juſt: Neither is it contrary to the Intent of any of the Acts made to prohibit Lotteries.” 
„Upon reading the Advertiſement, ſays a third, for erefting a new publick Library by Subſcription, I conceive 


1 that nothing therein contained can be deemed illegal, or a prohibited Lottery.” 


Thus, Gentlemen, we were made to underſtand, that not the Letter of the ſaid Acts, but the Intent and Meani 
of them is Law ; and that not every Deciſion by Lots, but only ſuch Lotteries as are common and publick Nuiſances 
are prohibited by the ſaid Act. Accordingly, nothing is more uſual, neceſſary and allowable, in a Courſe of Trade, 
than for Joint-Purchaſers, firſt to divide a Commodity into unequal, but ſaving Shares, and then to determine by Lots, 
what their reſpective Shares ſhall be. 

Since therefore the End or Intent of thoſe penal Laws againſt common and publick Nuiſances is not evaded hereby, 
nor the Legiſlature affronted, nor any of his Majeſty's Subjects injured ; we aſſure ourſelves, Gentlemen, that the ſaid 
Laws will not, under a Government ſo renowned for Juſtice aud Clemency, be ſtretched to ruin thoſe, who are only 
ſeeking their private Intereſt in the common Good, eſpecially of the — ntl whetker in the Law, Phyſick, or Di- 


- vinity, or in any other Branch of Literature, without the leaſt Injury to any: For the Subſcribers will have new Books, 
of their own chufing, to the Value of near 3000 J. as they are now advertiſed at, diſtributed among the Fortunate, - 


while the Reſt will have Miſcellanies or Magazines to the full Value of their Subſcription, as they are, or ſhall be 
uſually ſold for, as has been already obſerved by, , 
| _ Gentlemen, 446.3 


Your moſt obedient, humble 8 | TY 
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The Propoſers for dividing of Books to a certain Value, by the State Lottery, hope they ſhall not be deemed Offen- 


* 
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(8) | x 
is in the whole Library to aſſiſt him in any particular Study, ſo far as the Title Pages, and (fometimes) 
the principal Contents, can direct him. By this Means the Catalogue itſelf will be as it were a ſhort Epi- 
tome of the Library, and give the Reader a general, but entertaining Idea of the ſeveral Branches of Learn- 
ing and Amuſement there, before he reads the Books that contain them. 

Now, as the Deſign is evidently of general Uſe, and of publick Utility, the Favour I earneſtly and hum- 
bly entreat, is, the Patronage and Encouragement of the generous Part of Mankind, and the Lovers of 
Univerſal Literature, that neither the De/ign itſelf, nor the Contriver of it, may be cruſhed by the narrow 
Views of any: A Deſign built upon a PLAN fo fairly drawn up, and fo clear of any avaricious Views, 
that none have yet attempted to imitate or expoſe it, tho' it hath been ſubmitted two Years and more to 
the Animadverſions of the Public. And that the Number of Subſcribers has not been full long ago, muſt, 
I think, (next to the general Panic raiſed by the late Rebellion) be imputed to nothing elſe, but to the 
not knowing, or not attending to the Nature and Advantage of the Deſign; or to a Suſpicion that there is no 


firm Reſolution in me to execute it. Whereas it is my ſteady Purpoſe, founded upon a common and mu- 


tual Intereſt to proſecute by honourable Means what I have begun. 

The Teſtimonials from the Miniſter where I was born, from the Miniſters that ordained me, and from 
the People where I laſt lived, will, I doubt not, have their proper Weight for this End. It may look 
like Boaſting to tranſcribe them; yet Juſtice to my own Perſon, to my Family, to my Brethren, to my 
private and publick Character, may make it expedient at this Time. Let no Man therefore think me a 
Fool; if otherwiſe, yet as a Fool ſuffer me — a little. 


The Teſtimonial from the Miniſter where I was born, runs thus; 
«© WHEREAS my Thoughts and Opinion of Mr. Samuel Fanccurt of Hungerford (who is now an Ex- 
pectant of Admiſſion by ſolemn Ordination into the ſacred Office of a Minifter of the Goſpel) are de- 
fired : Theſe may certify, that from my own Knowledge of him, and intimate Converſation with him, 
Jam fo well ſatisfied of his natural Capacity for, his acquired Improvements in, and Induſtry in purſuing 
further Meaſures of all Learning uſeful for the Miniſtry, and withal of his ſerious Piety, and unblameable 
Converſation, together with his propenſe and ardent Defire to ſerve Chriſt in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ; 
that I greatly rejoice at the near Approach of his Ordination, and hope he will be a ſingular Ornament and 
Blefling in that ſacred Office, whereſoever God in his Providence ſhall pleaſe to imploy him, 
To which Teſtimony in all Seriouſneſs and Sincerity, I freely ſubſcribe my Name, 
May 11, 1709. RoperT EKiNs, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in Okeham.”” 


The Teſtimonial from the Miniſters who ordained me, is as follows 

c THIS may certify, that Mr. Samuel Fancourt, after due Trials and Examination, and Satisfaction 
received of his Qualifications and Abilities, and the Teſtimony of his known Piety and good Converſation, 
was ſolemnly ordained at Hungerford in Berkſhire, by Faſting and Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands, to 
the ſacred Office and Work of the Miniſtry, on the twenty-fourth of May, 1709.—Which is atteſted on 
perſonal Knowledge by us, Gere. Smith, 
- Ben. Merryman, 
H. Daviſon, 

ames Pearce, 

acob Ball.” 


That from the People where T laſt lived, concludes. 
Sarum, 4th September, 1742. 
« WHEREAs the Rev. Mr. Fancourt, our worthy Paſtor, is engaged in an Affair, which will probably 
require his Attendance in London for fix or ſeven Months, during which Time he has undertaken to pro- 
vide for us a Supply to our Satisfaction: We who are Truſtees of the Lands of the Congregation, do 
hereby certify, a 
That (in Conſideration of the eminent Services of our ſaid Miniſter amongſt us, particularly in making 
free our Place of Publick Worſhip, and erecting a commodious Dwelling Houſe for our Miniſters in all 
Times to come, of which we retain the moſt grateful Senſe) the Body of the People at a Publick Meeting, 
did, at the Requeſt of the ſaid Mr. Fancourt, unanimouſly conſent to his abſenting himſelf on the Occa- 
ſion, and for the Time aforeſaid. - And we do hereby declare, that if Providence ſhall ſo order his Af- 
fairs, as to direct his Return to us again, we will gladly receive him. Witneſs our Hands 
oſeph Burden, Tho. Dyke, 
ohn Feake, J. Feake, Jun. 
ohn Merris, William Miore, Jun. 
ahn Carpenter, Tho. Mitchel. 


I was not preſent at the public Meeting above mentioned; but I am fatisfied, that what the Truſtees here 
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